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Supervisor James Gore
Sonoma County Supervisors
575 Administration, Room 100A
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Dear Supervisor Gore,
The Healdsburg Chamber of Commerce represents over 500 businesses and thousands of
employees who live and work in Sonoma County. Our mission is focused on creating and
maintaining economic sustainability in the City of Healdsburg and beyond. The owners of
Bell’s Ambulance live in our community and donate funds and time to our local economy.
They also hire a diverse group of individuals that live and work in Sonoma, helping to fund our
diverse tax base.
It has come to our attention that the County is considering a rezoning for ambulance services
and placing these services out to bid. This would not only be a travesty for a long-standing
business in the community, but it would shut down a business that has successfully provided
emergency services to our area for decades.
According to 2020 statistics, Healdsburg has ~11,383 residents, and the median age is 47.1
years. Many people retire here. (For example, the median age of the residents in specific
neighborhoods such as Fitch Mountain Villas, is probably 60+ years.) Older residents need
emergency services in a hurry, particularly stroke victims. Time lost equals considerably
higher rates of brain damage and negative impacts on medical emergencies that can be
prevented by efficient and timely trips to the emergency room.
Bell's receives no tax dollars or public funds and has continued to meet or exceed other
existing Sonoma County ambulance providers. The service you will receive if Bell's is put out
of business is largely unknown for your district. There is no guarantee services will be
improved or costs matched or lowered should this decision be made by the Board of
Supervisors.
Bell's utilizes local businesses for service needs and puts dollars back in the community.
Please strongly consider what this will do to our County should Bell’s zone be put out to bid
without consideration of the impacts on local lives.
The Chamber of Commerce hopes the County Supervisors will consider the impacts this has
on everyone given our need for quick and efficient emergency services as proven by the fires
and pandemic in the past few years.
Sincerely,
Tallia Hart

CEO, Healdsburg Chamber of Commerce

