
Report from Assemblymember Jim Wood May 2020 
Sonoma County 

For more news and updates – please check out my website. 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 
Our lives have changed tremendously since my last report. As of today there are 96,733 total cases of 
COVID-19 and 3,814 lives lost to the virus in California. We have had 509 positive cases in Sonoma 
County and 31 positive and suspected COVID patients are hospitalized. I am watching the situation in 
Sonoma County very carefully and have been in close contact with the State Director of Public Health and 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services as well as the County Public Health Officer. 

 
LEGISLATION 
In my last report, I was excited to tell you all about the great legislation I had introduced. Unfortunately, 
much of that legislation will have to be shelved for another time. My colleagues and I are completely 
focused on what needs to be done to provide care for Californians with the virus, support our small 
businesses, counties and cities and encourage the return of our economy. 

 
These are the bills that are still moving through the process: 

 
AB 2644 would increase transparency in skilled nursing homes during a declared health emergency. It would 
require that all deaths that may be attributed to a communicable disease be reported to the state within 24 
hours and the facility is then required to post this information for public access on their website. 

 
AB 890 will provide full practice authority to nurse practitioners. In my commitment to expanding 
coverage to more people, this bill is part of what I am doing to address the serious shortage and 
continued decline of primary care physicians in the state. 

 
AB 2519 will address a very serious issue for environmental organizations that undertake very large 
environmental projects. These projects are funded by state grants that often require the grantee to provide the 
funding up front. Many organizations do not have the funds in their coffers to provide funding upfront which 
has resulted in state dollars being left on the table. This bill will allow grantees to receive advance payments. 

 
AB 3012 addresses several lessons learned in the 2017 fires. It will: 

 
1. Prohibit insurers from deducting the land value of the insured property if insureds choose to 
rebuild or replace the insured dwelling in a different location. 

 
2. Extend coverage for additional living expenses if the home is not habitable or usable due to 
insufficient infrastructure. 

 
3. Create a process and minimum ratio (30% of coverage A limits) for contents replacement value 

insureds can collect without submitting an itemized claim if the loss occurred due to an event that 
triggered a declaration of emergency. 

 

https://a02.asmdc.org/
https://covid19.ca.gov/roadmap-counties/#top
https://covid19.ca.gov/roadmap-counties/#top
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2644
https://a02.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200127-assembly-passes-ab-890-providing-full-practice-authority-nurse-practitioners
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2519
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB3012


4. Require the FAIR Plan to develop a clearinghouse to help reduce the number of insureds on the 
FAIR Plan. 

 
5. Strengthen provisions surrounding the California Home Insurance Finder which was established 
pursuant to AB 1875 (Wood – 2018) 

 
I am also moving ahead with several bills to address health care affordability. Even though we are in an 
immediate crisis, I believe we need to stay focused on the underlying problems we face in our health care 
system. 

 
STATE BUDGET 
 
According to our State Department of Finance, California may be facing as much as a $54 billion budget 
deficit this year. COVID-19 has seriously affected both the state’s expenditures and its income and the effect 
will be very severe budget cuts to programs and services that we all have come to depend on. 

 
I have been very vocal in my concerns about the Governor’s proposed May Revise Budget where he outlines 
cuts to crucial programs that support seniors. In the recent and very rare Assembly floor session, we met as a 
“Committee of the Whole” convened on the State Budget, I was very clear in my opposition to the direction 
the Governor is proposing to take. Completely cutting programs that serve fragile seniors, including 
programs that keep seniors from being forced into nursing homes and support for the Meals on Wheels 
program are not acceptable to me. These programs don’t just save money, they save lives. It was mistake 
made in 2008 and it has taken years to regain these important services. We have to learn from our mistakes 
and not try to balance this budget on the backs of our seniors. You can read the press release on my 
comments here. 

 
Please know that I will continue to fight for a fair and compassionate budget solution that will get us back 
on solid ground without endangering those who are least able to afford it and have the smallest voices. 

 
RECENT OUTINGS 
 
I too have been abiding by the Stay-At-Home order and when I am not in Sacramento during the week 
for session, have been keeping my outings to only essential activities. I have done more Zoom meetings 
in the past couple of months than I have in my lifetime! 

 
I worked with Senator McGuire on blood drives in Santa Rosa and Eureka. Because I gave blood (an essential 
activity) in Santa Rosa, I had to bow out of attending the event in Eureka but both were a success. The 
American Red Cross, along with blood banks throughout California, report that there is a severe blood 
shortage due to an unprecedented number of blood drive cancellations during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
Healthy individuals are asked to donate now to patients needing blood, platelets and plasma.  

 
You can find out where to donate by checking the Red Cross website. 
 

 

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://a02.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200526-asm-jim-wood-criticizes-governor-newsoms-may-revision-cuts-prevention
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive


 

 
I volunteered to distribute food for the Redwood Empire Food Bank in Cloverdale last week. We distributed 
food to 125 households. Recently, Congressman Thompson and I participated in a virtual town hall which 
can be viewed here. We addressed issues ranging from the Federal CARES Act to COVID testing. 

 
LEGISLATIVE HAPPENINGS 

 
I have been appointed to the Assembly’s Budget Process, Oversight and Program Evaluation Committee 
which is charged with evaluating how the Governor is spending emergency COVID funding. Governor 
Newsom has reacted quickly to this deepening crisis; however, at the end of the day, there needs to be more 
transparency so the Legislature can understand how this funding is being spent -- this is our constitutional 
duty. We’ve had two hearings so far, both lasting the entire day and allowed us to ask questions of various 
agencies and the Department of Finance. These hearings have been archived and you can watch or listen to 
them here. 

 
I was also recently appointed to the Closing the Digital Divide Task Force. Senator McGuire, 
Assemblymember Aguilar-Curry and I are working to represent rural California as we work to find 
opportunities to expand our broadband infrastructure. 

 
The Legislature has returned to our regular work schedule but not business as usual; we are practicing safe 
social distancing, wearing masks and our staff is still working remotely. 

 
RESOURCES 
 
I know that this is challenging for all of us and it affects us in ways we never would have expected. Please 
know that I will continue to work hard to bring testing and equipment to our county. If you have questions 
or need assistance, please check the resources on my website and, as always, my staff continues to be 
available – albeit remotely – by phone at our Santa Rosa office, 707-576-2526. 

 
For more news and updates – please check out my website. You can also follow me on Facebook and 
Twitter . 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuxNs_rYImo&amp;feature=youtu.be&amp;t=3960
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/media-archive
https://a02.asmdc.org/
https://a02.asmdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/jimwoodassembly/
https://twitter.com/JimWoodAD2
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